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RYA Day Skipper Shorebased  Theory 
Length - 40 hours either as:- 
5 day or 3 weekend crash course or evening classes (1 evening per week over 20 weeks) 
Previous experience – None 
 
STRONGLY RECOMMENDED for those looking to do Day Skipper Practical, Advanced 
Powerboat and Powerboat Instructor courses as knowledge to Day Skipper is required but is  
HIGHLY BENEFICAL to everyone spending a considerable amount of time on the water and 
going offshore. 
 
Suitable for beginners and experienced sailors for power or sail vessels. This course lasts for 
a total of 40 hrs and is aimed at giving the student an in depth knowledge of the subject as a 
whole. Whilst described as a shorebased theory course, most of the topics have a practical 
element which you will be expected to know and be able to execute if going on to complete 
the Day Skipper Practical course. It is therefore recommended by the RYA that those 
subscribing to Day Skipper Practical have completed the Day Skipper theory course.  For 
owners of larger craft (sail or power) the day skipper practical qualification is the best route to 
gain the ICC (International Certificate of Competence).   
 
It is also a recommendation of the RYA that those undertaking  the Advanced Power boat 
Certificate or Powerboat Instructor qualifications have either knowledge to the level of Day 
Skipper theory or have completed the course prior to their advanced or instructor course. 
 
The number of students on our courses is limited eight, as we feel that larger groups detract 
from the quality of the tuition as the instructors time is spread to thinly with larger numbers. 
For candidates looking to complete both Day Skipper theory and practical courses we 
endeavour to ensure that the same instructor is available to ensure continuity for both course 
dates as not all shorebased instructors are practical instructors. 
 
Course Syllabus  
 
Terms and equipment 
Safety (inc flares, life rafts, helicopter rescue) 
Knots and ropes 
Collision regulations 
Chart work and navigation 
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Course Syllabus ….. continued. 
 
Tides and tidal streams 
Buoyage 
Meteorology 
Passage planning 
Pilotage 
Marine environment 
Compass variation and deviation 
Dead Reckoning 
Estimated Position 
Course to steer 
 

Course Fees 
5 day intensive    £345.00  per person 
Night Class          £280.00   per person 
 
Group booking discounts and multi * offers available.  Please contact us on 01202 666118 to 
discuss your requirements. 
 
* Those looking to complete 2 or more RYA courses may find considerable 
savings with our Multi Course offers.  Please call us for more information or look 
at our Multi course and Special Offers page on our website. 
 
Next Course Dates – 5 day courses 
30th Novmeber 2009 18th February 2010 26th April 2010  21st June 2010 
22nd January 2010 15th March 2010 21st May 2010   
 
Evening Classes  2010  
Thursday Class -  14th January  –  3rd June 2010 
Tuesday Class -   October 5th  – 22nd  March 2011  
 
Course Dates: Courses are run through out the year subject to numbers.  Courses can also 
be arranged on request subject to sufficient candidate numbers. 
 
22nd January   26th April   24th September 
18th Feb   21st May   11th October 
15th March   21st June   25th November  
26th March   14th August   10th December 
 
Enquiries & Bookings 
Tel 01202 666118 
Email; info@absoluteaqua.co.uk 
 


